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Daily Inspiration: Meet Sydney Assil
Local Stories | March 31, 2025

Today we’d like to introduce you to Sydney Assil
 
Hi Sydney, can you start by introducing yourself? We’d love to learn more about 
how you got to where you are today?

The Honey Project was originally started as a family effort, with the support of my parents and 
two brothers. It was built on the belief that a child’s education is the foundation of success and 
upward mobility. We aim to break the cycles of poverty in highly disadvantaged communities 
by enhancing education and providing critical resources to schools in need. Our work began in 
Olmos, a resource-limited region in the desert of Northern Peru. We support the schools in the 
area by providing them with school supplies and learning tools, as well as basic necessities like a 
roof for shelter.

We own bee boxes that produce locally sold honey in Olmos, which generates much of the 
funding for the project, in addition to fundraising and collection drives. Through the honey, we 
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have created a stable and sustainable system of support for the schools, while also helping to 
protect the environment and the local bee population.

For the first few years, it was a grassroots effort, with my family doing what we could to support 
the schools in Olmos in small ways. Two and a half years ago, at the start of my ninth-grade 
year, I began what would become a full year of meeting weekly with some of the students in 
Peru virtually to give them English lessons. The experience of teaching and forming connections 
with these children inspired me to officially establish The Honey Project as a formal nonprofit 
organization and step into a leadership role, catalyzing and expanding our efforts.

Since then, I have led yearly trips to Peru, including initiatives such as building and stocking a 
brand-new school library and hosting yearly holiday celebrations. Collectively, these efforts aim 
to break the area’s deep-rooted poverty cycle and create opportunities for upward mobility, 
while also protecting the environment.
 
We all face challenges, but looking back would you describe it as a relatively 
smooth road?

The COVID-19 pandemic was a big deterrent to our work in Peru. For a little over a year, our 
efforts were halted as travel became difficult, and our coordinators in Peru were unable to do 
their usual work communicating with the schools. However, I think this obstacle is also one of 
the reasons that I took on leadership of the organization. It was after the mania of the pandemic 
relaxed that we finally applied for 501(c)(3) status and began to establish more organized and 
consistent efforts to support the schools and their students. The popularization of Zoom is what 
aided the start of my online tutoring experience as well.
 
Thanks for sharing that. So, maybe next you can tell us a bit more about your 
work?

My primary focus and passion, outside of the demands of being an eleventh-grade high school 
student, is education and academic advancement for disadvantaged students. The Honey Project 
is how I manifest this passion, allowing me to invest myself in work that rewards me in a personal 
and profound way. In many of my classes, I’m known for raising my hand so often that teachers 
sometimes preface questions with, “Anyone other than Sydney…?” This is likely because I have a 
natural tendency to eagerly share my knowledge and contribute to any conversation I can, and I 
believe it translates directly to my love of teaching and education.
 
What’s next?

We are currently working to expand our efforts into my hometown of Los Angeles! We’ve been 
meeting with local non-profit organizations that share similar missions and goals, collaborating to 
build a partnership and create a program to support students whose education has been impacted 
by the recent wildfires in LA. We’re excited about this next step and the opportunity to continue 
growing The Honey Project into an international initiative to support education worldwide.
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Contact Info:
 

•	 Website: https://www.thehoneyproject.org/
•	 Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/honeyprojectfoundation/#
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